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National School Counselor Week was this past 
week-So grateful for the hard work and passion 
of our school counselors!!! Mr. James, Ms. Green, 

Ms. Anderson, Ms. Lawson, CDC Ms. Webb, 
Secretary Ms. Martinez, and Ms. Jarrett. Simply 
the Best!  It is national school counselor week! 

Chocolate For Teachers

Please help us show our appreciation 
for our teachers with a special 

Valentines treat! Please click here to 
donate candy. Please have your treat 

dropped off to the front office by 
February 12! Thank you!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040E49A8A722A3FE3-47532934-chocolate#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040E49A8A722A3FE3-47532934-chocolate#/


NEW SRO- Officer Dodd

Welcome to our 
new SRO- Deputy 

Shawn Dodd.  
Please welcome 

him to Porter Ridge



Student  Activities

❖ Are you needing more room in your closet? Growing Green is throwing a clothing drive to help the community. 
Let's do some spring cleaning and donate your old clothes. There will be boxes in each wing, at the entrance of the 
school, or bring clothes to Ms. Goodine's room, E111. Label the clothing to enter your name in a raffle to win a $20 
amazon gift card. We ask that you do not donate undergarments, swimsuits, socks, or shoes. The clothing drive goes 
until March 15th. Bring your clothes in today!

❖ Buy your yearbooks at yearbookforever.com  
❖ Seniors, check your email to vote for senior superlative nominations. The last day to nominate is Friday, February 

9th!
❖ Umoja would like to announce there will be a Black History Spirit Week, taking place from February 10th to February 

16th. This week is dedicated to celebrating and embracing the rich history, culture, and achievements of the Black 
community. Join us in showing support by participating in the themed days:
➢ Monday: BLACK OUT -Wear all black to kick off the week in solidarity
➢ Tuesday: REP YOUR CULTURE -Embrace your heritage by wearing colors that represent your culture
➢ Wednesday: SUNDAY'S BEST -Dress in your finest Sunday attire to showcase elegance and style
➢ Thursday: THROWBACK THURSDAY -Travel back in time by wearing 90's or 2000's attire
➢ Friday: HBCU/College Day -Represent your favorite college with pride by wearing their attire

Let's come together as a community to celebrate diversity, unity, and the incredible contributions of Black history. We 
encourage you to participate and make this week a memorable and meaningful experience.

❖ NEHS /Creative Writing Club will meet after school this coming Monday, February 12th in Ms. Wright's room, F105C.
❖ Need service hours? Come join the Outdoors Club on Tuesday, February 13th in G211 to learn about the Great 

Backyard Bird Count. You can earn hours by observing birds over a 4 day period. Contact Ms. Lukasik or scan the QR 
code on flyers around the school for more details!

❖ Students be sure you are parking in your assigned parking spaces. Parking spaces will be checked starting this week 
and every week and tickets will be issued to those not parked in the correct assigned spot and to those not displaying 
a parking tag. Be sure if you are just getting your license to see Ms. Lawrence in the main office and she will show you 
how to apply and pay for a parking pass.

Students are reminded to continue to check the Student Daily Announcement Page to be updated daily on 
events at PRHS.  Please review our table of contents on this page and use this newsletter to stay informed 
throughout the year, as well as, our  PRHS Website.   The Pirate Press  is the main form of communication from 
school to home. Please follow us on social media linked on this page!

Beta Club Induction

https://yearbookforever.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gzjHrMRGXCE6V7ZefHK0AcfPIT0CXHZvzGFQlAnn7E8/edit
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/domain/34


PRHS Student Announcements



PRHS Student Announcements



Over 500 students were rewarded 
with an ice cream treat for having 

perfect attendance in the December 
4 to January 17 time frame. 

Leader In Me and Portrait of a Graduate 

The 7 Habits of 

Highly Effective 

Teens

● Be Proactive
● Begin With the End in Mind
● Put First Things First
● Think Win-Win
● Seek First to Understand, Then 

to Be Understood 
● Synergize
● Sharpen the Saw



Senior  Announcements 

● Prom Tickets can be 
purchased by Juniors 
(Cohort 2025) or Seniors 
(Cohort 2024). 

● You must have all 
outstanding balances 
paid (this will be 
checked before 
purchase). 

● Cash and Check only for 
Early Bird Ticket Sales. 

● See Ms. Lawson at lunch 
to purchase.

● Guest forms will be 
located in the Front 
Office. 



Parent 
Information  

Join PTO
Parents, would you like a chance to be more involved with the students and teachers at PRHS?  
We'd love to have your help kicking off the PRHS PTO!  We're looking for PTO Board members and 
chairs, parents willing to pay the $10 membership fee to support the PTO's work, parents willing 
to donate items for teacher appreciation events, and parents willing to volunteer at teacher 
appreciation events.

Please email Amy Dieffenbach at amy_dieffenbach@yahoo.com or Alana White at 
alanahwhite@gmail.com if you're interested in helping with the PTO in any capacity.  We'd love to 
hear from you and look forward to serving together at our wonderful school!

JOIN OR DONATE USING QR CODE

Chocolate For 
Teachers

Please help us show our 
appreciation for our 

teachers with a special 
Valentines treat! Please 

click here to donate candy. 
Please have your treat 

dropped off to the front 
office by February 12! 

Thank you!

mailto:amy_dieffenbach@yahoo.com
mailto:alanahwhite@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040E49A8A722A3FE3-47532934-chocolate#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040E49A8A722A3FE3-47532934-chocolate#/


Click HERE for Athletic 
Schedules

BOYS Varsity Basketball
Girls Varsity Basketball

Girls JV Basketball
Boys JV Basketball

WRESTLING
INDOOR TRACK

SWIMMING

Click here for 
HOME EVENT 

Tickets 
All tickets are sold on this 
website or at the GATE by 

credit/debit card.   

PORTER 
RIDGE 

ATHLETIC 
ZONE

https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/teams/3820140/boys/basketball/varsity/schedule
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/teams/3820142/girls/basketball/varsity/schedule
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/teams/4117657/girls/basketball/junior%20varsity/schedule
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/teams/4117659/boys/basketball/junior%20varsity/schedule
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/teams/3852401/boys/wrestling/varsity/schedule
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/teams/4117677/boys/indoor-track/varsity/schedule
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/teams/4117636/boys/swimming-and-diving/varsity/schedule
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/event-tickets
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/event-tickets
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/event-tickets
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/


Tryouts for Baseball will be held 

Monday February 12th through 

Wednesday February 14th from 3:15 

-5:15.

Tryouts for the 2024 Porter Ridge 

Softball Team are February 14 and 15.  

Make sure all of your paperwork is up 

to date in Family ID



Pirate athletic RESULTS
➢ Congratulations to Claire Kramb, Sammie DeGroot, Sammy Farley, Ava Marquadt, Rocco 

Woods, Daniel Mitchell, Spencer Chew, and Malachi McAllister who all swam in the 4A 
Regional meet this weekend. They made up a total of four relays who all finished higher 

than their seeding rank! WAY TO GO PIRATES!
➢ Our men’s and women’s basketball teams split this past Friday at Weddington.  The girls 

won and the boys lost.   Both won vs Cuthbertson on Tuesday of this week. . 

Congratulations to Harrison Johnson (William & Mary), 
Jatavien Taylor (Fayetteville State), Danny Kennedy 

(Catawba College), and Davion Clark (Catawba College) 
for signing to play football in college!!! So proud of each 
of you and grateful for the legacy you helped create at 

PRHS!! 





Who is your counselor?

Ashley Lawson- last names A-Cou
ashley.lawson@ucps.k12.nc.us 

Tanisha Anderson- last names Cov-Hek
tanisha.anderson@ucps.k12.nc.us 

Bryan James – last names Hel-Mc
bryan.james@ucps.k12.nc.us 

Cassidy Jarrett– last names Me-Sao
cassidy.jarrett@ucps.k12.nc.us  

Alexandra Green– last names Sap-Z
alexandra.green@ucps.k12.nc.us 

The counselors are here to support you with school.  
You can set up a meeting to speak to your counselor 
about academic, career, college, post high school 
plans or personal needs.   If you have any questions 
please feel free to send your counselor an email.

PRHS COUNSELING NEWS 
The SECU Foundation 

Scholarship Information as 
sent to SENIORS via email. 

Make sure to check it. 

mailto:ashley.lawson@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:tanisha.anderson@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:bryan.james@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:cassidy.lippert@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:alexandra.green@ucps.k12.nc.us


PRHS COUNSELING 
NEWS 

Mrs. Jarrett will start her maternity 
leave effective this week. Please let 
me know if you have any questions. 
Thank you so much. 

 Me - Neu - Lawson

New - Peo - Anderson

Per - Rho - James

Ri - San - Green 



PRHS COUNSELING 
NEWS 

“Academy Pathway 
Applications for 2024-2025”

Academy applications for the 
2024-2025 school year will 
open on February 9th.  To learn 
more about the academies UCPS 
has to offer and for the 
application, please visit the 
UCPS Career Readiness 
(https://ucpscte.org/) page on 
the UCPS website or see your 
Career Development 
Coordinator, Mrs. Webb in 
guidance. 

 “2024-2025 CTE Internship”

UCPS Career & Technical Education (CTE) Internship 
program provides students the opportunity for 
hands-on experience in areas of career interest prior to 
college or post-secondary training.  The 2024-2025 CTE 
Internship application will open on February 1st.  
Students can find the Internship application by going 
into their Major Clarity account and clicking on 
Work-Based Learning on the left-hand side.   

Application Deadlines

Ø  Summer 2024 Internship – April 15th

Ø  Fall 2024 Semester – May 1st

Ø  Spring 2025 Semester – October 1st

If you have any questions, please contact your Career 
Development Coordinator, Mrs. Webb at 
sarah.webb@ucps.k12.nc.us.

https://ucpscte.org/
https://ucpscte.org/
https://ucpscte.org/


PRHS COUNSELING 
NEWS 

Are you a Junior or a Senior who has 
not committed to a college yet? If so, 
this HBCU College Fair could be for 
you! PRHS will be providing bus 
transportation to the event. Please 
complete the google form below no 
later than February 12th to secure 
your spot!

CLICK HERE

If you are currently enrolled 
in a Spring SPCC course, 

Textbook Reimbursement 
information will become 

available mid-February. Keep 
checking your email and 

listen to the announcements 
for information on this soon! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdrPv4ISPurMYOKENiYwN7lS4b-H1w5e4N_1I5EZ3JuoM076Q/viewform


PRHS COUNSELING &  
CAREER NEWS 

Follow us on:          @PRHSCounseling 
Follow us on:            prhs counseling

Need Career advice or 
direction? 

Talk to your Counselor or 
Career Development 

Coordinator today to see 
all of the pathways and 

academies PR has to 
offer! 

Click here for more info…

https://twitter.com/prhscounseling
https://www.instagram.com/prhscounseling/
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/3873
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/3873
https://bit.ly/collegereadysessions
https://bit.ly/collegereadysessions


Attendance and Tardies 

TARDY POLICY
Parents, it is important that students are on time for classes throughout the day.  In order to 
ensure that you are aware if your child is tardy to class we will begin to send home 
notifications via our ConnectEd communication tool when your child has an unexcused 
tardy.  We do have consequences for excessive tardies at school and these can be found in 
our PRHS Student Handbook.  Staff at PRHS remind students that the expectation is to go 
directly from one class to their next class, by taking the most efficient route possible.  While 
we allow 5 minutes for each transition, students should report to their next class as quickly 
as possible and do not need the full five minutes.  We find that students who take the most 
direct path to get to class and do not go into different parts of the building are always on 
time to class.  If tardiness is due to a late bus they will be given a pass to class and will have 
an excused tardy which does not count against them.   Thank you for your support as we 
teach our children the importance of being on time. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aAa-yoJtSH-z4tKVA5KWnMu3x4ccI-Y99Bqsx4x12UI/edit


Family Information

Important Links 

School Forms- CLICK HERE 

School Health and Safety Information- CLICK 
HERE 

School Technology How to Page- CLICK HERE

Visitor on Campus Information- CLICK HERE

Transportation Information- CLICK HERE

Transportation information can be 

found on the UCPS Transportation pages.

The school system is using the Edulog App  this 
year to track your bus. Please see the flyer below:  
Video on how to install the app:  CLICK HERE 

For directions on how to install this Real-time bus 
app on your phone please follow this link.  There 
is a great video for your reference here. 

Click here for the 
PRHS Student 

Handbook 
for the Tardy Policy, 

Dress Code, & 
Attendance 

Requirements 

School Nutrition Prices 

If you feel your family may qualify for free or reduced meals, UCPS encourages 
parents to complete the meal application (click here)  

Click here for more information on meal prices.

Click here to set up an account to make payments and monitor your child's lunch 
account.  

If you have questions or need a paper copy of the application, please contact School 
Nutrition at 704-296-3000

Technology Use, Fees & Help

UCPS has instituted a Technology Fee of $30 this year that all 
students must pay.  Click here for the online payment system.  Info on 
this fee was emailed home earlier this summer, but it will help to cover 
accidental damage. Mr. Jason Toudt is our Technology Systems Engineer. 

https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Domain/1823
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/7604
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/7604
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/7602
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/7599
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/10605
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/domain/125
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vUEVprGXYnw
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/10414
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aAa-yoJtSH-z4tKVA5KWnMu3x4ccI-Y99Bqsx4x12UI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aAa-yoJtSH-z4tKVA5KWnMu3x4ccI-Y99Bqsx4x12UI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aAa-yoJtSH-z4tKVA5KWnMu3x4ccI-Y99Bqsx4x12UI/edit
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lunchapplication.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJosh.Wall%40ucps.k12.nc.us%7C4530947907734d952e6708da6f52365c%7C698d4b192f824c7ba3973dc8729f735d%7C0%7C0%7C637944696129414030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MGkZTg%2BXJSjIsAuCMj5oZpycqA2Z3%2Fm0YxP0WFZ70Vw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2F2pfst34f&data=05%7C01%7CJosh.Wall%40ucps.k12.nc.us%7C4530947907734d952e6708da6f52365c%7C698d4b192f824c7ba3973dc8729f735d%7C0%7C0%7C637944696129414030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e692BfflyffCU2LHpKKRx5XMhzLTekDAv34QYaZOps4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.k12paymentcenter.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJosh.Wall%40ucps.k12.nc.us%7C4530947907734d952e6708da6f52365c%7C698d4b192f824c7ba3973dc8729f735d%7C0%7C0%7C637944696129414030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sX5yBDqR0YtQB2k60noFeELpguK9aVWi58xB2EI0r2w%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Domain/3580?fbclid=IwAR1RzRuERqLME5t5cMrqFv6pPN4lodV546CtrFfxesVy6NDSnAN1oZaJucs


Ports of Information for Pirates: 

Follow us on Facebook: PorterRidgeHS.NC 

Follow us on Instagram: #Committed #InItTogether #WeRPR
@prhsffa @porterridgefootball @prhs_pirates @porterridgecheer @prbandofpirates 
@prhs_volleyball @prhscounseling @pr_athletic_booster_club @prhs.running @prhsbaseball 
@prhs.beta.club @prhscs @prhs.piratenation @prhs_frenchclub_ @prhs_hosa @pr.nahs 
@prhs.wrestling @prhs_interactclub @prhs.nhs @prhs.knittingandcrocheting @prhs_discgolf 
@prhsfieldhockey @prhswomenslax @porterridgesoftball @ucpsnc @pmhs_afjrotc 
@prhs_castaways @prhs.draft.robotix @prhsbookclub @prhsmualphatheta @aghoulihan 
@prhs.jcl.club @porterridgeswimming @prhspiratecheer @prhs_gsa_ @prhswtennis 
@prhs.dnd.club @pr_nehs @PRHS_Vocal_Treasures @prhsspeechanddebate @prhs_mha_saves 
@prhsfilmclub @prphilosophyclub @prhspirates4christ @prhs_humanities 
@growinggreen_prhs @porter_ridge_hs_pto @prhs_spanish.club @prhs.outdoors.club 
@prguards @prhsmenslacrosse @lawandjusticeskillsusa @prhs.culinaryarts @prb.o.b 
@porter.ridgewbb @ucpsncathletics @prhs_menssoccer @the.hook.student.media @prhs4mun 
@prhs_sewing_and_upcycling @prhs.rise @prhs_fieldclub @porterridgepe_department

Follow us on Twitter: @PorterRidgeHSNC @PRHSCareer @prhs_athletics  
@PRPiratehoops @pr_volleyball @PorterRidgeFB @prtrackandfield @PRHSSoccer1  
@PRHSPiratesBSB  @PorterRidgeFFA  @PRLAX2

 Follow UCPS on Twitter: @AGHoulihan @UCPSNC @UCPSNCATHLETICS 
@UCPSInnovate @UCPSCareerready @UMatterinUCPS   

(we post very limited info on Twitter )

https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/committed/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/inittogether/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/werpr/
https://www.instagram.com/prhsffa/
https://www.instagram.com/porterridgefootball/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_pirates/
https://www.instagram.com/porterridgecheer/
https://www.instagram.com/prbandofpirates/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_volleyball/
https://www.instagram.com/prhscounseling/
https://www.instagram.com/pr_athletic_booster_club/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.running/
https://www.instagram.com/prhsbaseball/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.beta.club/
https://www.instagram.com/prhscs/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.piratenation/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_frenchclub_/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_hosa/
https://www.instagram.com/pr.nahs/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.wrestling/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_interactclub/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.nhs/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.knittingandcrocheting/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_discgolf/
https://www.instagram.com/prhsfieldhockey/
https://www.instagram.com/prhswomenslax/
https://www.instagram.com/porterridgesoftball/
https://www.instagram.com/ucpsnc/
https://www.instagram.com/pmhs_afjrotc/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_castaways/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.draft.robotix/
https://www.instagram.com/prhsbookclub/
https://www.instagram.com/prhsmualphatheta/
https://www.instagram.com/aghoulihan/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.jcl.club/
https://www.instagram.com/porterridgeswimming/
https://www.instagram.com/prhspiratecheer/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_gsa_/
https://www.instagram.com/prhswtennis/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.dnd.club/
https://www.instagram.com/pr_nehs/
https://www.instagram.com/PRHS_Vocal_Treasures/
https://www.instagram.com/prhsspeechanddebate/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_mha_saves/
https://www.instagram.com/prhsfilmclub/
https://www.instagram.com/prphilosophyclub/
https://www.instagram.com/prhspirates4christ/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_humanities/
https://www.instagram.com/growinggreen_prhs/
https://www.instagram.com/porter_ridge_hs_pto/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_spanish.club/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.outdoors.club/
https://www.instagram.com/prguards/
https://www.instagram.com/prhsmenslacrosse/
https://www.instagram.com/lawandjusticeskillsusa/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.culinaryarts/
https://www.instagram.com/prb.o.b/
https://www.instagram.com/porter.ridgewbb/
https://www.instagram.com/ucpsncathletics/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_menssoccer/
https://www.instagram.com/the.hook.student.media/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs4mun/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_sewing_and_upcycling/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.rise/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_fieldclub/
https://www.instagram.com/porterridgepe_department/

